, s
Approved For Release 2003/08/07 : CIA-RDP82-00047ROOOSOOM’@

CLASSIFICATION SECRET
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
INFORMATION REPORT
25X1A

COUNTRY  USSR/Germany (Soviet Zone) 9 Octoberl953

25X

‘SUBJECT The Handling of Photo Equipment and Suprlies in - S 2

the Soviet Air Force (SAF)

PLACE NO. OF ENCLS.
ACQUIRED | | 25X1A (LISTED BELOW)

DATE SUPPLEMENT TO -
ACQUIRED | | 25%1 REPORT NO.

DATE OF TWFO [ ] 25X1

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE WATIONAL OEFENSE
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN TME MEANING OF TITLE 1By SECTIONS 703

Awp 7345 o7 THE U.s. CODE, A ANTKOED. TS TRANIMISIION OR REVE. THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION.

LATION OF 1TS CONTENTS TO OR'RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED FERSON 13
PROWIBLTED BY LAW. THE REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM 18 FROKIBITED.

25X1
25X1X

ler

A,

2aQa

How did the Soviet Air Force handle the supply of photographic equipment and
supplies in the 24th VA ferial Photography Services paper, film, developer and
other chemicals, ste? .

The 24th VA (Air Army) had one seriel photography company. This company received
g1l necessary supplies from the 24th VA Main Supply dump, {G4S). The edvance air
stores depot of the 24th VA, received its supplies from the central VVS depot. The
Aerisl Photography Coumpany, of the 24th VA, was provided with storage facilities
where it kept its own supplies after drawing them from the 24th VA Mein Supply
Depot. This company furnished all necassiry photographie supplies to ite own de-
tachments which were assigned operstionslly to varicus units of the 24th VA

Also, these detschments were squipped with one or two mobile photo labs (PAFL~-
Mobile Photolaboratory.)

What method was used, by the Aeriel TPhotography Section in the 24th V4, in pro-
cessing its films?

In the Fighter Air Division (IAD), there was one squudron which, in addition to
its normal functicns, carried on day-time air recocnnalssence under verious weather
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conditions from medium and high altitudss.

in Air Fighter Regiment, which contained & reconnaissance squadron was always
gtationed near the hesdquarters of the Fighter Air Division so that immediately
efter sach reconnaissance mission, the films could be processed and the informa-
tion so obtained made availeble to the division heedquarters.

Besides Mobile Photo Labs, the Photo-reccnnaissance Section also hed a stationary
photo~lab located near the air f£ie1d. In addition to the above, each Air Fighter
Regiment had & small photo-lab menned by one photo-mechanic. At times when the
work-load was light, the Regimental photo-mechenic did all of the loading and
unloading of camera adepters. However, when the photo-reconnaissence activitles were
mors intense, the Photo Section of the IAD tcok over these duties, ALl of the
film procsssing was done by the photo section of the IAD, and the following pro-
cedures were followed: After the aircreft landed, after the air reconnaigsance
mission, the photo-mechanic or the lab technician sxtracted the adapter with ex-
possd film and carried it to the phete laborateory, where it was developed and
interpreted. ' ‘ . :

Normal prosedure was used in processing the £ilm, 1.8, developer, water, hypo,
then alcohol for fast drying. When the film was dry, pr.ints were made (also
washed in alcohol for quick drying) from which mosaie cherts were preparéd. FPhoto-
interpretation was performed prior to, or during the time moselcs wers belng
prepareds : A

Each BAP (Bomber Alr Regiment) hed s Photo-Sesztlon whish was engaged in preeessing
the films shewing bombing results or the £ilm brought back by the recennalssance
crows, These Photo~Sections were sssentially the ssme an the Asriel Thoto-Sectiens
in the Fighter Air Divislon, and the same procedurs wes used In precessing the
films. It is nacessary to keep in mind that the Photu-Sestion, in the Fighter
Jerigl Division, Aid not process ths FKP (Mtroraft Cire-Comersn gun) £ilm,  For this
purpogs, eech Fighter Air Reglment had & phota-mechanis who loaded and unlosded
the "FKP" snd processed the films. After the film wua developed, he tosk it to

the Squadron Commsnder whe, together with hils Flight Commender, exsmined the £ilm
and decided which exposuras vere to be reprirted and in what quantities, The photo-
mechanie retwened to his leb snd produced as many prinis of pach exposure &s
dirscted., When the prints were ready, the photo-me~hanic tock the film end all

the prints to the Squadron Commender {of the ajjutant), Many times, the Squadron
Photogrammatrist took over the finished prints. He made the necessery ennotations
on all of the prints. After thig was complated, he pasied these prints in each
‘pllot's Alr Guunery Ledger and wrots a lsgend under sach print. When the above

wag completed, the flight commanders wrote, under bthese prints, the flier's
proficishcy ratings. (The ratings were designated by numbers from 1 to 5 &8
follows: .

‘:“‘“lzha very peor; 2 == poor; 3 -- fairj 4 —- goods 5 — very good.)

The commender determined, end indersed, the ratings of fliers under his command
‘enly; The Flight Commandsr's rating was dstesrmnined by the Squadron Commender.

The photo-mechanic of the Fighter Air Regiment received his supplies, such es
photo-paper, £ilm, chemicals and equipment, from the Photo-Sectlon of the IAD.

This mechanic had to teke monthly inventory of all his stock and equipment, In

the Ground Attack and the Bomber Regiments, the hendling and processing of film from
the FKP was dons by the Regimental Photo-Sectlion, .
The sbove information is based on peacs time astivities, i e, present cetivities.
The procedurss sre somewhat different during war. The Jdiffesrences belween peace-
time and war-time procedures are not coverad in thie report,
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